RAINFOREST LOGGING SHAME
Grange State Forest destruction – a catalyst for change?
7th July 2010

No! This photograph was not taken in Sumatra, Indonesia, or Borneo, or even in the
Amazon rainforest, this is happening to rainforest in our own back yard.

As the caption below the above photograph points out, Australia now joins the
infamous club of countries around the world that see rainforests only as a short term
timber resource, to be plundered by a greedy few for a hand full of dollars.
For years now, environment groups and concerned individuals have become aware
that Forests NSW is flaunting its obligations under the Integrated Forests Operations
Agreement to undertake Ecologically Sustainable Forest Management. As a result
the Clarence Environment Centre and other environment groups, including the North
East Forest Alliance and the North Coast Environment Council, have undertaken a
series of audits of logging operations in North Coast State forests.
As a result, within a mere three months, we have reported routine breaching of
Licence conditions in as many state forests. These breaches include a failure to retain
the required number of habitat trees, or identify threatened species. We have reported
logging within exclusion zones, misidentification of forest types, pollution incidents
and more. But most disturbing of all, logging of protected Endangered Ecological
Communities, rainforest, and high conservation value old growth Forest (HCVOG).

You would think this Strangler Fig in Grange State Forest, marked as a Habitat tree,
would have given them some hint that this is a rainforest

About 5 metres of the lower section of this forest giant was discarded to salvage a few
metres of log above the discarded piece. The stump cut has a diameter of over 1.75 mtrs

The responsible agency for regulating Forests NSW's activities under the Agreement
and the Threatened Species Conservation Licence, is the Dept of Environment,
Climate Change and Water (DECCW). The Department's failure to identify any of
these logging breaches appears to be a direct result of a lack of resources to actually
allow it's inspectors to undertake any sort of random compliance audits in the field,
with most of their work confined to desk-top document reviews.
Those desk-top reviews are rendered useless by mapping 'errors' and false
information provided by FNSW's forest operations planners. Our latest audits,
assisted by independent ecologists employed by the various environment groups that
are now doing DECCW's work for it, have identified the following mapping errors.
•

•

•

Endangered Subtropical Coastal Floodplain Forest community mapped as “Dry
Blackbutt” - Doubleduke State Forest Compartment 145.
Failures to map water courses, gullies and drainage lines, and consequently failing
to map exclusion zones (some obvious errors are corrected by field officers, which
are not conveyed to DECCW) - Clouds Creek, and Doubleduke State Forests.
Incorrectly mapped rainforest was logged at Yabbra State Forest, and at Grange
the Lowland Rainforest community was mapped as Scribbly Gum – Blackbutt, and
Brushbox forest. The reality is that while Brushbox (an identified regular
component of Lowland Rainforest) is present, we could not find any Scribbly Gum
or Blackbutt within the approximately 20 hectare site in question.
The logging of this large Brushbox (at
left) so close to a Strangler Fig, just
one of several in the immediate
vicinity, must have alerted foresters to
the fact that this was rainforest. The
NSW Scientific Committee's
Declaration further confirms that fact.
According to that determination,
Lowland Rainforest of the NSW North
Coast consists of “Subtropical
rainforest and some related,
structurally complex forms of dry
rainforest...” Further it is stated:
“Lowland Rainforest has closed
canopy, characterised by a high
diversity of trees whose leaves may be
mesophyllous (soft leaved)... The trees
are taxanomically diverse at the genus
and family levels, and some may have
buttressed roots. A range of plant
growth forms are present including
palms,vines and vascular epiphytes.”

Amongst the tangled mass of trashed vegetation we identified Bangalow and Walking
stick Palms; vine species, Silk Pod, Water vines, Old Mans Beard, Cocks-spur Vine,
Morinda, Tetrastigma, and a threatened Tinospora (Arrow Head Vine). Of course
there were the usual Epiphytes, Elk and Stag horns, and discarded Brushbox branches
covered with Brush Box Feather Orchids.
The Determination continues: “Scattered
eucalypt emergents (e.g. Eucalyptus
grandis and E. saligna) may occasionally
be present.
Both nominated eucalypts (Flooded Gum
and Grey Gum) are present in the
Grange forest in question.

Brush Box Feather Orchid (Tropolis radiata)

The Determination lists about 100 species
likely to occur in Lowland Rainforest,
and almost all of the species mentioned
above are contained on that list.

In one logged, and heavily impacted (by snig tracks) area, the dominant over-storey
consists of Strangler Figs, accompanied by Coachwood and a range of rainforest
species. Again, these are mostly on the Scientific Committee's list.

Rainforest plants amongst the ruins

Diploglottis australis (Tamarind)

Linospadix monostachya (Walking Stick Palm)

Endriandra virens (White Apple)

Epiphytes

Forests NSW's description of approximately 5ha of this Lowland Rainforest as
“Type 40, Blackbutt – Scribbly Gum”, when there was not a single specimen of
either species in sight, is a damning indictment of Forests NSW's competence (or
ethical standards).
The logging operation has occurred with little or no marking up of habitat trees,
which we assume will happen after logging has been completed. This is in breach of
their licence conditions, which state that marking up should occur prior to logging
taking place, but that failure now seems to be routine practice, having also been
identified during the independent audit of Doubleduke in June.
Numerous old growth trees, many over 1m dbh, have been logged. In one area
measuring approximately 3 hectares there was not a single old stump to show that
any previous logging had occurred, clearly indicating it was HCVOG. At one point
we counted ten, freshly cut, moss-covered stumps within a 10 metre radius.
In marking up creek exclusion zones, the foresters have routinely measured from the
water's edge rather than from the defined bank. Even so we found numerous
instances where trees had been logged inside stipulated exclusion zones, and many
deliberately felled into those exclusion zones.

Tree markup has been undertaken right on the stream bank, having been measured from the
creek itself. This has allowed the following to occur:-

Watercourses in the area
are ancient, many up to
10m in depth, with 45
degree banks providing an
up-slope distance of about
25 metres. The foresters
have routinely marked-up
to the very lip of the bank,
instead of the required
distance back from the
edge. Some trees have even
been logged from below the
bank's rim.

Left: Flooded Gum crown felled
`

deliberately over a bank
into creek exclusion zone.

Below: Old-growth Brushbox
also felled into gully

One of many trees logged on creek banks

Strangler figs, Coachwood, Bangalow
Palms and Giant Stinging Trees, all clear
components of Lowland Rainforest, are no
barrier to loggers and bulldozer drivers
who have constructed a network of snig
tracks through it.
Chain saw operators who are supposed to
use directional felling techniques to avoid
dropping trees into exclusion zones, or to
ensure damage is minimised, have added
to the disaster.

Tree deliberately felled onto Recruitment tree.

Causing this !!!

In the above photographs - “R” = Recruitment Habitat Tree, and should be protected.
The chain saw cut on the stump shows the tree was designed to fall against the
clearly marked tree.

In the northern area of the rainforest in question, past logging has occurred but,
contrary to the OHP's claim (Item 3, page 3) that the: “compartments were harvested
numerous times prior to the 1970s,” and that: “Harvesting has since occurred three
times in the 1970s and the last event in the mid 1990s” (sic. this should possibly
read “three times since the 1970s”). The clear fact is that where logging has
occurred in the past, the stumps are very old indeed, possibly at least 40 years.
In a further negative indictment of Forests NSW's past policies and present
management, all areas where heavy logging occurred are now covered in dense
impenetrable thickets, mostly Lantana. This fact is actually identified in the Roading
Plan (bottom of page 2) which states that some: “crossings cannot be accessed due
to heavy Lantana growth” This resulted in the statement that: “Harvest planner will
need to be contacted once the dozer has opened up the track.”

A mass of tangled weed which can include native vines, is a direct result of past failed
forestry policies, which are still being promoted by Forests NSW.

Where the forest canopy was deliberately opened up in the past to "promote young
timber growth" this mass of tangled weed and native vines has resulted, smothering
any chance of regrowth. The problem is compounded by FNSW's failure to
undertake any weed maintenance in the interim.
This is typically what leads to Bell Miner Associated Dieback, and it is significant
that the Bell Miner Birds are already present, and we believe it will only be a matter
of time before the disease becomes apparent.

In conclusion -

These logs come at a cost -

That cost is 1,000 years of nature's investment in the environment, all
gone within days, never to return. We have to change!
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