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Who could have predicted that? 

They have to be kidding! 
 

The overworked phrase, “who could have seen this coming”, has been used by all levels of government to 

excuse the debacle which was the response to the recent flooding event across the Northern Rivers, and 

has been rightly ridiculed. 

 

For 40 years, the world’s scientific community, through the UN, has been warning us that the changing 

climate will generate more frequent and more extreme weather events, and have begged the world’s 

governments to take appropriate action, with little success. 

 

The failure of those governments to make meaningful attempts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions is 

inexcusable. However, to fail to plan for those forecast catastrophic weather events, verges on criminal 

neglect. The recent flooding saw lives and property lost, businesses forced to close, and rendered 

thousands homeless. 

 

In the Clarence Valley, the response to 4 decades of warnings about the inevitability of increased 

flooding. has been zero, something that even this latest disaster seems unlikely to change.  

 

In fact, Council’s first act when reviewing the cause of ponding in some areas in Iluka, was to examine 

past rainfall data, leading to the hardly surprising conclusion that: “The significant rainfall has led to a 

saturated catchment and high-water table, exacerbating the time taken for water to disperse”. 

Council’s statement continues with: “There has been no event or combination of events since records 

began that comes close to the rainfall totals recorded at Yamba”, going on to say: “We need to be aware 

that the most efficiently designed drainage systems are not built to cope with rainfall totals equal to that 

recently experienced”.  

 

Ponding problems in Iluka from recent rains will only worsen with the clearing of forested land and replacing it 

with roof-tops, concrete and bitumen 

http://www.cec.org.au/


2 

 

Having had over 40 years to plan for just such an event, we have to ask, why haven’t adequate drainage 

systems been designed, and required to be installed in all new developments?  

 

Alongside one of Iluka’s ponding problem areas, a 140-lot subdivision is currently converting 14ha of 

bushland into roofs, concrete and bitumen, all combining to channel rainfall, at speed, through an 

inadequate stormwater system, directly into those ponding hotspots.  

 

The above image was of the condition of that housing development after 

the water had subsided. Laughingly advertised as “Birrigan Iluka Beach”, 

despite being nowhere near the waterfront, it has already changed water 

flows beginning with the removal of the forest which has led to the 

unprecedented ponding, prompting this Facebook comment (see right). 

 

Council should be taking its “Climate Emergency” declaration seriously, and plan accordingly, but they 

aren’t, with multiple floodplain developments underway or in the planning stages in Iluka and Yamba. 

Interesting time ahead! 

 

*   *   * 

CEC, working in support of Clarence Valley Council's Koala Working Group 
By Pat 

The Clarence Valley Council's Koala Working Group (KWG) was set up in Aug 2020, mainly to nut out 

threat mitigation actions for koalas, and also to gather available information to help Council develop a 

working strategy for their Comprehensive Koala Management Plan (CKPoM). 
 

This requirement stemmed from an earlier snowballing release of State government plans and strategies, 

from the 2015 Koala Priority Action Statement to the revised SEPP44 (Koala Habitat Protection) 2019, 

which arrived years overdue and with a weak aim only to halt koala decline and maintain them in their 

present range. Pre-bushfires this was already set to fail, but it did require Council to continue with its 

stalled CKPoM. 
 

In the midst of work for these releases OEH granted CV Council $30,000 (October 2017) specifically to 

secure Waterview Heights' koala population. That area had been highlighted by CV WIRES' numerous 

Bionet atlas records, which drew attention during surveys to locate the main NSW areas of regional koala 

significance (ARKS, Rennison 2017).  
 

Council staff and Pat (CEC, CV WIRES koala coordinator) worked out a spending plan, and along with 

other actions Biolink (Steve Philips) was commissioned to determine the density and extent of the 

Waterview koalas. For this work Biolink expanded on Rennison's ARKS and identified likely external 

sources driving the Waterview population. Without many recent records to go by, Biolink's final report to 

Council pinpointed Shannondale, Koukandowie, Bom Bom and Glenugie as appropriate connected 

habitat to support a key koala hub, with Shannondale the only active and most likely resilient population 

(The Southern Clarence ARKS: aspects of the distribution and abundance of koalas: 1952-2017, [June 2018]).  
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Through the new KWG's pooled local 

knowledge much of the ready information 

was collected for Council's Strategy, and 

the group revised its aim and set to 

improving and restoring the local ARKS. 

This is now being done through promotion 

of habitat to local landholders; associated 

feed tree plantings and weed eradication 

work; funding actions to raise awareness 

of the threats to local koalas, and 

promotion of new progressive insights for 

both the public and the team themselves 

through guest speakers at their bi-monthly 

meeting and information field days.  

One initiative by the CEC was to further explore Biolink's 

work for the southern ARKS by hiring a koala detector dog 

(Oct 2021) to find out if, post drought, fires and floods, the 

Shannondale koalas might still exist. The results of this 

were exciting. The survey proved without doubt that the 

habitat was still in good use, and by early records had been 

over a long period, categorically confirming Steve Philips' 

suggested resilient population.  
 

Since then, with funding by WWF and Envite in support of 

the KWG, the CEC's weed team has been actively ridding 

koala habitat of tracts of invasive Lantana on Council lands 

attached to the dam. Working collaboratively with the KWG 

through Envite and AAF funding, they have also been able 

to focus their efforts on privately owned Land for Wildlife 

properties where koalas, and/or their habitat are known to 

be. Meanwhile, through tree donations, substantial areas of 

private lands have also been planted with koala feed trees 

by either CEC volunteers or by private LfW landholders, 

with good success stories already coming out of that. 
 

However, tree planting by the CEC is generally not funded by external sources, so Envite is the 

prominent body in this field of effort for the KWG. Through their work large areas are now under 

restoration for koalas around public as well as private properties. 
 

The CEC is proud to be able to combine their efforts with Envite's, and work with others dedicated to 

improving the habitat for our local koalas, all effectively driven by Clarence Valley Council's Koala 

Working Group.  

Koala Working group information day at Lawrence Hall 
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Land for Wildlife update 

 

We are happy to welcome to our growing club membership -  

 

Property #148 - John & Jill's 1.6ha of seasonally dry 

lowland rainforest at Tullymorgan, with its mix of 

floristic elements from both drier vine forest and moist 

eucalypt forests at the headwaters of Filans Creek, 

protects a small but vital population of critically 

endangered shrub Rhodamnia rubescens (left).  Sitting in 

a mainly 

cleared 

agricultural 

landscape in 

close proximity 

to National 

Park, State 

Forest, Crown Land and other Land for Wildlife properties, it also 

provides a small but important refuge for birds and small animals 

migrating along the Mangrove Crk roadside corridors. 

 Property #149 - Part of a new residential lot 

subdivision, Nick Priest's low-lying block on Pottery Lane 

at Iluka forms a natural collection and seepage site that 

feeds the Jacky's Gully swamplands, draining eventually 

into the major waterway Esk River. Although small, this 

property hosts close-to-coast wet heath type swamp 

sclerophyll and uncleared grassy sclerophyll woodland 

with heath elements that form a short direct link to the 

Bundjalung NP. In good recovery phase post-subdivision, 

its significant features include substantial hollow-bearing 

trees and numbers of standing dead stags that are known to 

be occupied, all well-supplemented by nest boxes Nick has 

installed. The forested area is to be kept undisturbed, to 

restore its natural diverse habitat for already identified 

threatened squirrel glider, glossy black-cockatoo, square-

tailed kite and toadlet Crinea tinula against likely further 

encroachment by development across the Iluka peninsula. 

Property # 150 - With a direct 7km forested connection 

north to Chatsworth SCA, Rachel and Michael’s easy 

sloping Pateman Road property at Ashby lies against the 

king tide fringes of the Clarence Broadwater at <10m above 

sea level, where the dynamic vegetation is typical coastal 

estuarine mangrove swamplands and saline-tolerant swamp 

oak riparian forest, known north from Forster but more 

common north of the Richmond River. From there the 

property rises across a periodic floodplain and river terrace 

to dry rainforest at 60m, to drier NC sclerophyll on 

sandstone at 79m. Ashby is a known important hotspot for 

koala, and this property is contributing to vital private land 

conservation through weed eradication and supplementary 

koala tree planting projects happening extensively around 

the Clarence Valley in response to the 2019 drought and 

drastic 19/20 bushfires 
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Ending NSW native forest logging by 2024 

to prepare for the climate emergency 
 

Editor’s note: In late June the NSW Nature Conservation Council released a position statement on 

native forest logging to member groups for comment. Dailan Pugh, OAM, and North East Forest 

Alliance (NEFA) President, expressed reservations about the NCC’s proposed aim to phase out 

native forest logging in state forests by 2030.  

 

NEFA, an organisation that has been at the forefront of the forestry campaigning for more than 

30 years, has had its own position on this, and has been calling for an end to logging of state forest 

by 2024.  

 

As a result, Dailan sought comment on the issue from NEFA members.  The response was an 

emphatic and unanimous thumbs down to the idea of extending logging beyond 2024, with a 

complete lack of trust in Forestry Coporation being a major factor. 

 

The following is our own Meredith Stanton’s contribution to that debate. 

 

“2024 is not soon enough, it should have been 2010. We are years behind the climate science, our rural 

communities are being dragged into a world of pain by vested corporate logging interests using PR lies 

to hoodwink the public, timber businesses and forestry workers.  

  

No, demonising forestry workers is not a productive strategy, but to counter the mistruths of the forestry 

PR we need to get real and frame the argument in terms of future fire risk and ecological collapse of 

forest ecosystems, leading to unmanageable threats to public safety and the loss of any future native 

timber resource, along with what little remains of existing fire resilient wildlife refuge.  
 

My opinion is developed over 44 years living as a state forest neighbour, working in the horticultural 

and farm forestry sector, being ignored (and laughed at) by the forestry bureaucracy for over 10 years as 

they logged the forests 360 degrees around my property and in 2019 watching these failed native forest 

logging and firefighting policies destroy my entire surrounding wet sclerophyll forest and rainforest 

landscape, while fighting the approaching bushfires to protect my home. Visiting RFS crews then 

ignored my local landscape knowledge, rejecting my timely information of an escaped 'spot over'. 

Another costly mistake in fire and forest management. 
 

 

I do not have any faith in the authorities to make good decisions.  
 

I can no longer expect the future here to include fire resilience (unless by some miraculous good fortune 

our rainfall becomes reliable again).  

Half measures will not be enough to prevent or mitigate the forest fires of the future. It may already be 

too late to restore fire resilience in intact, unburnt forests.  
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This really is a NOW or NEVER moment in history. Let’s inform the incoming state government about 

future forest protection, so they can hit the ground running! 

  

CLIMATE, FIRE RISKS AND POST-FIRE RECOVERING NATIVE FORESTS: 
 

1. ALL RECOVERING FORESTS ARE NOW IN A DIRE SITUATION IN NEED OF   

EMERGENCY RESTORATION TO RESTORE NATURAL FIRE RESILIENCE AND 

MITIGATE FUTURE FIRE DAMAGE.  

2. A PREDICTED 3RD YEAR OF LA NINA IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO RESET FORESTS 

POLICY TO REGENERATIVE PRACTICES. 

3. END ALL INDUSTRIAL NATIVE FOREST LOGGING. 

4. DESIGN A MANAGED LANDSCAPE APPROACH TO FIRE IMPACTED FORESTS AND 

RECOVERY. 

5. EXCLUDE ALL LOGGING IN UNBURNT REFUGE. 

6. WE NEED A LANDSCAPE-SCALE APPROACH TO RESTORE NATIVE FOREST FIRE 

RESILIENCE ACROSS ALL LAND TENURES. 

7. FIRE FIGHTING - ADOPT METHODS AND PROVIDE INCREASED RESOURCES TO 

EXCLUDE FIRE FROM FIRE SENSITIVE FOREST TYPES OR WE WILL LOSE THESE 

AREAS OF THREATENED SPECIES REFUGE.  

  

LOGGING INTACT, MATURE NATIVE FORESTS IN A CLIMATE EMERGENCY MAKES NO 

SENSE.  

  

Logging makes forests more flammable. Scientists are warning us to protect older forests to ensure their 

resilience into the future. But the NSW government and the native logging industry are choosing to 

ignore the scientific facts and to carry on with their very dangerous forest policy. This is a threat to 

species survival (including humans) and risks the healthy recovery of our forests, streams and rivers.  

  

The disconnect from industry and government bureaucracy about climate change continues to downplay 

the predicted disruptions caused by extreme weather and the dire impacts of global warming on the 

ability of native forest landscapes to withstand future extreme fire and flood events.  

  

If we keep logging the last stands of mature public native forests, these important areas of fire resilient 

habitat will become the first casualties of future wildfires - leading to irrecoverable landscape-scale 

degradation, adding to poor catchment health, river siltation, biodiversity loss and species 

extinction. Valuing a native hardwood timber resource above forest fire resilience is a very dangerous 

compromise, but the industry seems not to have learned this lesson and continues to ignore future 

climate risks.  

 

PREPAREDNESS and ADAPTATION: 
 

During the catastrophic 2019-20 Black Spring/Summer bushfires, NPWS, forestry and emergency 

services firefighting methods were totally inadequate to protect biodiversity within native forests or 

FCNSW 'valuable' plantation assets. Their methods damaged important fire resilient wildlife refuge, 

because they had no other options available and were under-resourced.  

 

The NSW RFS saved many houses, risking their own lives but could not be everywhere.  

Our native forests were consumed, despite the best efforts of RFS, NPWS and forestry fire fighters with 

limited resources. 

  

These were early September and October temperatures burning wet sclerophyll forests and rainforest 

areas, with fire conditions that are predicted to be the risks we all face in the future. National and state 

forest policy must include a strategy to reduce these fire risks.  
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Here at Clouds Creek precious old growth areas and subtropical and warm temperate rainforest reserves 

were sacrificed in desperate back burning exercises with the sole aim of preventing the fires from 

damaging plantation assets, but these failed. 

 

For species protection this was totally unacceptable fire management practice, implemented across 

important native forest habitats, which now require decades to rehabilitate 'protected’ mapped forest 

reserves. The extent of this fire damage is not fully documented in 2022.  

  

If these damaging burning policies continue, this will lead to more flammable landscapes and future fire 

scenarios in Northern NSW akin to what has occurred in the southern forests.  

  

WE ARE AT GROUND ZERO. EVERYTHING MUST CHANGE NOW!  

  

The extensive native forest logging across our local state forest landscapes had exacerbated the intensity 

of the wildfires, degraded the resilience of our forest landscapes and in 2019, with the intense dryness 

and dry lightning storms, with strong NW winds lead to the unstoppable nature of local bushfires in 

areas that had not burned for 55 years. 

  

These facts have barely rated acknowledgement from the native logging industry, who continue to argue 

for access to the bushfire damaged resource, ignoring the ecological science that warns against post-fire 

logging, and ensuring future flammability of young eucalyptus regeneration stands into a hotter future.  

  

The deliberate destruction by fire of rare and irreplaceable rainforest and ancient habitat trees has barely 

rated a mention from the bureaucracy or the forestry industry, who appear to be repeating the myths of 

the past as if they believe them to be true.  

 

FORESTRY ARE ENCOURAGING EUCALYPTUS STANDS TO REPLACE INTACT FIRE 

RESILIENT WET SCLEROPHYLL AND RAINFOREST AREAS. THIS DANGEROUS FOREST 

POLICY MUST BE STOPPED NOW!  

  

WE ALL need to be arguing for our future survival and the protection of ALL forest habitats and 

forested landscapes from the degradation and impacts of logging. Preventing bad burning practices, 

promoted by NSW Forestry Corporation and the volunteer Rural Fire Service (who in some jurisdictions 

are captured by powerful timber and grazing interests - promoting burning and logging of wet forests in 

contradiction of the science).  

  

TIME TO GET REAL.  

 

IN THE NSW NORTH WE ARE YEARS TOO LATE TO PREVENT IRREVERSIBLE CLIMATE 

IMPACTS TO FORESTS.  

 

2019 TAUGHT US WE ARE ILL-PREPARED TO PREVENT LANDSCAPE-SCALE FIRES.  

 

MATURE FOREST LOSS IS A DIRE SITUATION WHICH REQUIRES NATIONAL INVESTMENT 

IN SOVEREIGN FIRE FIGHTING ASSETS, GEARED TO PREVENTING FIRE SPREAD AT 

SOURCE AND DESIGNING THE RESTORATION OF NATURALLY FIRE RESILIENT FOREST 

BUFFERS TO SLOW WILDFIRES, ALLOWING TARGETED FIRE FIGHTING METHODS TO 

PREVENT FIRE SPREAD.   

  

WHY ARE WE ALL (species and humans) BEING PUT AT RISK BY OUTDATED FOREST 

POLICY???  
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The reality in 2022 is that native logging has lost public support because it has not kept pace with 

scientific understanding of ecology and species extinction. The RFAs have been a licence to kill 

threatened species living within the FMZ (as some diabolical compromise for protecting old growth and 

rainforest reserves - now lost to forest fires) and the push to expand eucalyptus regeneration stands has 

led to landscape scale fire risks that forest managers have no hope of containing in a hotter climate prone 

to extremes. 
 

The demand for hardwood has outstripped supply and public forests have been cut faster than they are 

growing back. But now the industry want increased access to private forests and this NSW 'Farm 

Forestry' program is funding PR support for the industry to access mature stands on private land.  
 

Why encourage the same failed logging methodology for privately owned forests, when this could lead 

to extensive forest loss in the climate fires of the future? 
 

Logging the east coasts' remaining mature native forests this decade is a recipe for fire disasters, species 

loss and a threat to public safety and existing farming enterprises. NSW does not have the firefighting 

resources to protect regenerating eucalyptus stands from extreme fire seasons.  
 

Our best strategy is to allow forest to grow old and restore their natural resilience to fire spread by 

encouraging rainforest species to recolonise wet sclerophyll forests, creating dense wet gully and 

streamside fire buffers which slow fire spread and act as natural fire breaks. 
 

FUTURE FOREST MANAGEMENT MUST MITIGATE LANDSCAPE-SCALE WILDFIRES 
 

The native forest jobs of the future will be in restoration, fire mitigation and control, invasive species 

management and streamside rehabilitation and public amenity (low impact tourism).   
 

A bigger, more sustainable plantation industry will be growing and supplying 100% of demand for 

softwood and hardwood timber products for the building industry.  
 

Private native forestry will be highly selective and well-regulated to minimise canopy degradation, 

maintain habitat values and ensure fire resilience is maintained across the landscape to enhance the 

protection of nature and safety of our rural communities.  
 

The current, outdated regime of industrial native forestry management will risk creating an indefinite 

future of unstoppable bushfires across whole landscapes dominated by highly flammable eucalyptus 

regrowth stands.  
 

We must implement a vision to maintain mixed species, multiple aged stands that resist catastrophic 

wildfire, support the long-term conservation of wildlife, health of water catchments and the safety of our 

communities.  
 

If governments do not invest heavily in forest restoration for future fire mitigation now, the next 

catastrophic fire season will consume what little wildlife refuge remains within the current public forest 

estate.  
 

There could be 1000’s of jobs created to nurture the recovery of fire impacted forests and enhance the 

natural values that makes them fire resilient, but the forestry industry is ignoring these facts to gain 

access to the resource.  
 

We need to STOP the industry and FAST, because vested native forest stakeholders are now determined 

to create access to the private forest estate using the same methodology that led to the unstoppable 

catastrophic wildfires in 2019-20.  
 

If not now… what will be left to save?  
 

Meredith Stanton 

Clouds Creek 
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Rest in Peace 
 

It is my sad duty to report the recent passing of 

two much-loved environmental protectors, 

Geoff Welham, who was a founder member of 

the Clarence Environment Centre over 30 years 

ago, and Irene Daley, another long-time 

member who inspired us all with her passion for 

native wildlife and the natural world. 

 

We offer our condolences to both their families. 

They will be greatly missed. 
 

Images sourced from the internet 

*   *   * 

State of the Environment Report 
 

Environment Minister Tanya Plibersek’s belated release of the depressing State of the Environment 

Report (SOE) has certainly received a lot of media attention.  

However, while the revelation of the environment’s dire situation seems to have come as a surprise to 

many, that certainly wasn’t the case with those more closely involved with environmental matters.  

  

Evidence of the collapse of ecological systems is everywhere across the 

globe, and the ruthless slashing of all services and programs relating to 

climate change action here in Australia by the Abbott government, 

certainly contributed. The fact that the former environment minister, 

Sussan Ley, refused to release that report, indicates that the coalition 

agrees. 

  

Now, with a new government in Canberra, and a huge increase in 

cross-bench representation elected on a platform of climate change 

action and integrity in government, there is a feeling of hope. Hope for 

an end to the politicising of environmental issues. 

  

However, after Ms Plibersek addressed the National Press Gallery, 

describing the SOE report as “shocking”, the Opposition Shadow 

assistant Climate Minister, Hollie Hughes, has certainly dampened that 

hope, commenting that: Tanya Plibersek "doesn't really understand the first thing about agriculture in 

our country, let alone support mining". Clearly, the coalition’s stance remains unchanged. 

  

That comment also highlights the opposition’s apparent belief that because farming and mining are 

crucial to our way of life and economic growth, that they should be exempted from any ecological 

responsibility. 

  

The old adage, that “there’s no economy (or life for that matter) on a dead planet, is far more than a 

“greenie” slogan, it is fact, and what we are doing collectively, not only miners and farmers, is so far 

beyond unsustainable, that a dead planet is inevitable. 

  

It’s clear that we all have a responsibility to help reverse this trend. It won’t come without sacrifice, but 

for the sake of future generations we must work together to heal the political divide that has, until now, 

seen any move to protect our environment hamstrung before it starts. We CAN do this. 

 

*   *   * 

Environment Minister, 

Tanya Plibersek 
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Small actions count; saving part of a population of the threatened 

pea Tephrosia filipes beneath powerlines. 
By Clive Barker 

 

In summer 2020 I found a population of the Vulnerable Tephrosia filipes, a slender low growing pea 

with small dark red flowers, in Ramornie. Awesome; my first native Tephrosia, with a different habit 

from the two other natives in the Clarence area, which are erect sub-shrubs, while the introduced species 

reach two metres with much bigger leaves and flowers.  
 

Summer 2021 arrived and 

notification from Essential 

Energy that the power line 

easement going through 

part of the property would 

be treated as part of their 

vegetation management 

for power line safety. This 

included the hilltop with 

its Tephrosias. I started 

removing native woody 

plants from the vicinity so 

they wouldn’t be there to 

be felled and their 

regrowth sprayed. The 

spraying would likely 

have resulted in off-target 

kill to many T. filipes and 

other small natives. 

Strange to actively remove 

a variety of local plants to 

protect some others, but 

they were to be removed 

anyway. 
 

An Essential Energy representative doing 

a pre-work inspection was shown the 

plants; awesome he lent us a bunch of 

‘witches’ hats’ and bunting to define an 

exclusion zone visible to the machinery 

operators. Their technique is first to fell 

tree saplings and larger shrubs and mulch 

the entire area, followed up by spraying 

re-sprouting woody plants with 

herbicide. I hadn’t realised they would 

also mulch the whole easement; the 

visible exclusion zone became vital.  

 

Removing trees and tall shrubs may have 

stopped off-target kill from herbicide, but 

not the destructiveness of a mulching 

machine, even my pile of tree stems to be 

cut up for firewood got mulched! 
 

Hand treated native woody plants within exclusion zone, no spraying 

or mulching disturbed the low growing plants or soil. 

 

Tephrosia filipes on a Ramornie hilltop, compound leaves with slender leaflets and small red 

flower to the lower left and fruit (pods) near upper right of picture. 
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The result was that the largest part of the T. filipes population known at the locality were not sprayed or 

mulched. It was great that Essential Energy assisted with this exclusion zone in 2022, some small 

threatened plants got to flower and set seed uninterrupted. 

 

Ideally, I’d be off grid without power lines but the lines exist and they are live even if the building is not 

connected so safety issues related to vegetation are the same. In this case I’d be working toward the 

exclusion zone including the whole easement and manage it in an ecological sustainable way eliminating 

taller woody plants for power line safety while maintaining naturally occurring ground cover and 

removing weeds and other disturbances. Power line and other easements are great channels for weeds 

spreading into new areas, some of these, though low growing, are often more flammable, like the 

whiskey grass that now covers parts of this easement.  
 

- - - - - - - - - - 

Editor’s note: Threatened species found growing on powerlines is not uncommon. The Tephrosia ar 

Ramornie, the Swamp Foxglove growing where the powerline cuts through the Corymbia conservation 

area and, not far north of that we have several sub-populations of the endangered Grevillia masonii, 

which the Environment Department is currently spending 

significant amounts of money trying to prevent Transgrid’s 

contractors from slashing them on a regular basis. 

 

Clive touches on some of the issues surrounding powerline impacts 

on the environment, and one that the Clarence Environment Centre 

has brought up in the past. Power line easements are a minimum 

20m wide and can be as wide as 50m for heavier transmission 

lines.  

The difference between the excluded zone with woody plants removed by hand and the mulched area (foreground). 

The mulching damages low-growing plants unnecessarily and also the ground surface, enabling weed invasion. 
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Frequently, as we see along the Summerland Way, we have more than one transmission line in parallel, 

with easements up to 100m wide (see below), which coincidently, in where the Grevillea masonii is 

being managed, with the warning sign in the foreground. The fragmentation of wildlife habitat as a 

result of these corridors is enormous, as are the maintenance costs. 

 

Twenty years ago, the CEC successfully 

campaigned to have the power line to the 

Shannon Creek dam placed underground. 

 Admittedly, that line was buried in the same 

trench as the water pipeline, so it was a ‘no-

brainer’, bet even so, the initial response was 

“it’s too expensive, and that’s always the 

official response.  

 

We find this cost argument really hard to 

believe, given the on-going, almost in-

perpetuity maintenance that these overhead 

systems require. Currently, the basic core of the 

smallest concrete pole costs around $800, and 

by the time it’s installed the cost is thousands, 

and they too will require replacing over time. If 

you were to add the cost of damage resulting from bushfires that are frequently started by overhead 

powerlines, we strongly believe that placing all the infrastructure below ground would actually be far 

cheaper than the overhead option. 
 

The environmental savings would be immeasurable. 

 

*   *   * 

Microbats still thriving at Shannon Creek 
 

Microchiropteran bats, more generally referred to as microbats, occur all over Australia and occupy a 

wide range of habitats, ranging from tree-hollows, caves, wall cavities and roofs of buildings, to under 

the loose bark on trees, and even underground.  
 

These tiny, lightweight nocturnal predators weigh between 3 and 150 grams and feed mostly on insects 

caught in flight. They detect their prey, mostly small insects like mosquitoes, by echo location, using 

high-pitched calls that are undetectable to most humans. 
 

There are over 80 species of microbats in Australia, many occurring in remote regions in the north and 

northwest. However, I couldn’t find a figure for NSW, but the Sydney basin boasts 19 species. 

We have long known that Shannon Creek is a hotspot for 

microbats, with monitoring programs dating back to the late 

1990s, when the Shannon Creek dam was first proposed. The 

initial surveys for that proposal equalled the Sydney Basin’s 

19 species, despite being only a fraction of the Basin’s area. 

However, subsequent monitoring added a further 5 species, 

bringing the total to 24, with a possible recording on multiple 

occasions of what could be an undescribed Broad-nosed Bat 

species.  
 

For the past 4 years the CEC has been undertaking monitoring 

of microbats as a part of our Environmental trust-funded dry 

rainforest rehabilitation project there. 

100m wide powerline easements like this, alongside the 

Summerland Way cause major fragmentation of wildlife habitat 

The endangered East Coast Freetail Bat 
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We are actually targeting two species, the East Coast 

Freetail Bat (Mormopterus norfolkensis) (image above), 

and the Eastern Cave Bat (Vespadelus troughtonii) (at 

right), both endangered species that are currently being 

managed under the Department of Environment’s 

Saving our Species Program.  

 

We use an ultrasonic sound detector, set up near a dam 

or other high-use area, leave it there for a few days and 

then send the recordings off for analysis.  

 

The good news is we have regularly recorded the two 

target species since we began 3 years ago, and have 

added another threatened species to the list, the 

vulnerable Golden-tipped Bat, which feeds 

predominantly on small web-building spiders. This 

brings the total number of microbat species recorded at Shannon Creek and surrounds to 25 or 26, a truly 

remarkable level of diversity.  

 

*   *   * 

Requesting a further change of heart from our state member 
 

Expecting a change of heart from our State member, Chris Gulaptis, especially on a matter that would 

have a beneficial environmental outcome, is not something that I would bet on. Remember how he 

initiated a move that very nearly brought down the coalition government over a plan to protect Koalas.  
 

However, buoyed by his move earlier this year to reduce the speed limit on Brooms Head Road to 

80kpm to make it safer for Emus, Pat has written to Chris, asking him to consider reversing the decision 

he backed a decade ago to increase the speed limit on Iluka Road, through the Bundjalung National 

Park, from 80 to 100kph. That move was bound to increase the level of road-kill of endangered animals 

like Koalas and Coastal Emus. 
 

We received a cordial letter in 

response, but not altogether 

surprising when he begins by 

stating that “the change you 

are seeking requires the 

majority democratic support 

of the people who actually 

need and use the road, the 

residents of Iluka”. 

Thankfully, that rather odd 

statement, which gives the 

impression that measures to 

protect nationally threatened 

animals are in the hands of 

local residents, was tempered 

somewhat by the subsequent 

explanation that, “Transport 

of NSW is tasked with reviews 

of speed limits, and a number 

of factors, including the 

support of the community, are 

taken into account”.   

The endangered Eastern Cave Bat - Photo M. Pennay 

Local member of parliament, Chris Gulaptis, right, announcing a speed limit 

reduction on Broom Head Road, in response to calls from the community to 

protect the endangered Coastal Emu. (photo courtesy of Barbara Linley) 
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Chris ends by saying, that if; “the Iluka Community now wants a speed limit of 80kph or less, I would be 

happy to support them, but I would need evidence (showing) that is the case”. 
 

Unfortunately, Chris does not have a great record supporting the community’s wishes when they don’t 

match his own. Take the recent 10,000 signature petition asking that mining be off limits in the Clarence 

River catchment, supported by Clarence Valley Council and 5 neighbouring councils, and even 

supported by his federal counterpart, and National Party colleague, Kevin Hogan. On that occasion, 

when the petition was debated in State Parliament, Chris chose to be lead speaker opposing the 

community’s no mining call. 

 

Going back a decade, Mr Gulaptis lobbied the Transport Department to increase the speed limit on Iluka 

Road through the heavily forested Bundjalung National Park from 80 to 100kph. The speed limit ad 

been reduced just 6 years earlier in response to the high number of road-kills, including the endangered 

Coastal Emu, and the now endangered Koala, 

 

The Northern Star newspaper published an editorial at the time reporting Mr that Gulaptis claimed to 

have acted in response to “a 1500-signature petition signed by local residents”, but at the same time 

admitting he hadn’t actually seen it. Adding further to the doubts about the veracity of his claims, is the 

fact that Iluka had nowhere near 1,500 adults residing in the village, and that petition forms were 

reportedly available for signing at caravan parks, restaurants, tackle shops etc, clearly aimed at tourists 

who would likely be totally unaware of why the limit was in place in the first intance. 

 

Anyway, taking Chris Gulaptis at his word, the CEC has encouraged Iluka residents to undertake a 

legitimate survey of residents to determine the genuine level of support for a speed limit reduction and if 

that support is there, to once again lobby Chris to take the necessary steps to have it changed back to 

where it should be. 

 

The upside is, that if the speed limit was dropped to 80km/hr for that 10km stretch which is currently 

100km/hr, it would add less than 3 minutes to the journey, but would reduce fuel consumption, i.e., cost. 

On the downside, there are no Coastal Emus left, and with a large chunk of koala movement corridor 

currently being bulldozed to be replaced by over 100 new homes, there is a very real chance that Koalas 

will likewise disappear. 

 

*   *   * 

Camping out while doing a bit of citizen science along the way 
 

Two younger members of our bush regen team, Daniel and Todd, recently decided to explore the 

sandstone heights area of Chambigne Nature Reserve, and camp the night. They have a keen interest in 

the environment, and decided to check out the 

condition of the highly endangered population of 

Grevillea beadleana growing along the sandstone 

cliffs. 

 

The Grevillea, widely believed to be an as yet 

undescribed subspecies, or even a new species 

altogether, has seen a gradual decline in numbers 

since less than 20 plants were first discovered there 

in the mid-1990s. Two years ago, at the height of 

the 2019 drought, the population had dwindled to 

just 2 adult plants, and 3 struggling juveniles, but 

after two wet years, the boys reported two 

additional plants, all looking good, and took this 

image of the spectacular flower.  

The Chambigne Grevillea in flower, photo D. McCauley 
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They also reported flowering was occurring on 2 other endangered species, both endemic to Chambigne 

NR and surrounds, the Boronia hapalophylla and Bertya sp Shannon Creek, as well as reporting the 

occurrence of the Powerful Owl, Barn Owl and Southern Boobook, and also observed the resident pair 

of Peregrine Falcons. 

*   *   * 

More habitat destruction. Will it ever end? 
 

Trying to find positive stories relating to the 

environment is becoming harder all the time, so it’s 

sometimes easier not to mention the widespread 

destruction we observe on a day-to-day basis. 

However, on coming across the following 

destruction along Tullymorgan Road recently, I felt 

it was something that couldn’t be ignored (see right). 

 

Apparently, this large grazing property has recently 

changed hands, and the new owners have decided to 

renew the boundary fence along the roadside for 

about two kilometres, removing half the trees on the 

road verge in the process (see below). 

 

The clearing has included the destruction of 

Paperbark swamp forest (Swamp 

Sclerophyll) which is listed as an 

endangered ecological community, over 

30m wide in places (see below left). 

 

This is an area known to support Koalas, 

with recent sightings of the animals on one 

of our Land for Wildlife properties, just 2km 

north of this site. Forest Red Gums, the 

preferred feed tree species for Koalas, are 

among the trees that have been ripped out, 

as well as the Broad-leaved Paperbarks 

which are a recognised secondary feed 

source. 

 

Adding to the general destruction is a 

massive movement of soil within a mapped 

gully where flash flooding can see the 

causeway flooded by water over a metre 

deep (see below) 
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The next time this causway is flooded, all that loose soil will be flushed into the Broadwater, an 

important fish-breeding habitat, less than one kilometre downstream. 
 

Of course, we have reported this to the Environment Line, but as of writing this article, we have not 

heard the outcome. However, I suspect the EPA will judge most of the clearing as being permissible 

under various routine agricultural maintenance allowances, with the above disturbance of soil in the 

gully line and water pollution implications, likely to be the only thing being deemed illegal. 
 

The previous owners were very conscious of the environmental values of their property, and ran their 

cattle business accordingly to protect those values which, ironically, is why the new owners, one of the 

district’s largest development companies, has reportedly purchased the property, to gain credits to use as 

offsets for the damage at their development sites. This is hardly a good start! 

 

 

 

 


